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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-21
The Man among the Myrtle Trees 
Zechariah 1:1-21 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The visions have to do primarily with God's dealings with His chosen people Israel. They will, however, be full of lessons for the saints. God's dealings with His people of old are not distinct in method from His dealings with the Church. He is the same Lord unto all who call upon Him. His judgments are always just, and He is never any respecter of persons. 

The 1st chapter of Zechariah contains the Prophet's first vision. By way of introduction we will observe several succinct statements in chapter 1, which lead up to the vision itself. 

1. The Lord's displeasure with the fathers. Zechariah 1:2 reads: "The Lord hath been sore displeased with your fathers." As we turn our eyes backward to our progenitors, we may learn many lessons by their mistakes. Why should we fail where they failed, and fall where they fell? 

In the Book of Corinthians we read of the mistakes of Israel; how they sinned, walking after the lusts of their own hearts. They were idolaters, they committed fornication, they tempted Christ, they turned back, and they murmured. For this cause there fell in one day three and twenty thousand under God's judgment. At another time they were destroyed of serpents. At still another, they were destroyed of the destroyer. All of these things happened unto them as types unto us, and they are written to the intent that we should not do as they did. 

The whole Bible contains many stories of God's judgments against others who sinned. They are written that we may be warned thereby. 

2. A call to repent. Zechariah 1:3 says: "Turn ye unto Me, saith the Lord of Hosts, and I will turn unto you." God's forgiveness depends upon our confession. "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us." 

We can almost hear the plea that God made to Hosea, "O Israel, return unto the Lord thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. Take with you words, and turn to the Lord: and say unto Him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously." The response is clear and assuring: "I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely." 

Let every one of us remember that we must judge ourselves that we be not judged. If we recognize our sin and come to Christ pleading His mercy, we will obtain mercy. 

3. The time for our return. In Zechariah 1:4 is this expression: "Turn ye now from your evil ways, and from your evil doings." Why should we continue longer in sin and in our rebellious ways? "Behold, now is the day of salvation." Here is another Scripture: " To day if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts." He who puts off the day of his repentance and return, invites the judgments of God upon him. 

4. The former judgments. In Zechariah 1:5 we read: "Your fathers, where are they? and the Prophets, do they live for ever?" The men of old had not done as the Lord commanded them. They had refused to return. The result was that God had poured forth His judgments upon them. Their lives where made bitter. The cup of their sorrow was made full. According to their own doings, so did God deal with them. 

God has not changed, during the years, His methods of dealing with those who sin against Him. He also judges His own. "Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth." There is no son who sins who is not scourged. 

I. THE VISION DESCRIBED (Zechariah 1:8 ) 
Let us place this vision before you step by step. 

1. It was a vision by night. The present hour presents to us the deepening shades of night. Wherever God is not on the throne it is night upon the earth. There is not one verse in the New Testament that describes this present period as any other than night. 

2. It was a vision of a man riding upon a red horse. This man we think of as the Son of Man. The red horse reminds us of the Christ of Calvary, the Christ of the shed Blood. 

3. It was the vision of the man on the red horse standing among the myrtle trees. The myrtle trees clearly set forth God's own chosen and special people Israel. 

4. The vision was of the myrtle trees that were in the bottom. "In the bottom" shows that God's people were upon the earth. 

5. The vision included a company following the man on the red horse. We read: "Behind him were there red horses, speckled, and white." These were the angelic beings sent by God to walk to and fro throughout the whole earth. Zechariah 1:10 says: "These are they whom the Lord hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth." 

The vision as a whole shows us that God, the Lord, is not unmindful of His own. They may be in the bottom, in the place of sorrow and of suffering. They may be trodden under the feet of the Gentiles, but they are dear to the heart of God for they are His "myrtle trees." 

This Divine watchcare and protection of God's people, Israel, is suggestive of His same watchcare over His church. If He who watches over Israel never slumbers nor sleeps, neither does He slumber nor sleep as He watches over us. 

So far as the ministering angels are concerned "Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?" Truly, the angels of the Lord encamp around those who fear Him to deliver them. 

II. THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS (Zechariah 1:11 ) 
We have just heard a little bit about the angels of God. We feel, however, that we should look a little more deeply into their ministry. 

1. They are under the command of Jehovah. The last clause of Zechariah 1:10 says: "These are they whom the Lord hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth." Angels do not minister on their own initiative. They are sent from God to do the will of God. They are ministering Spirits because they are ministers. 

Follow the story of angels throughout the Old Testament Scriptures and you will find that invariably they are fulfilling an assigned commission. If they are sent to some Old Testament saint, they are sent because God sent them. 

Would that every one of us were as ready to go forth, to work His work, and to do His will. Did not Jesus say: "As My Father hath sent. Me, even so send I you"? 

2. They work in behalf of God's people. As they move about through the elements, they are unseen to us. They are, however, no less potent in their ministries. 

In the first century history of the Church it is most interesting to see how the angels of God wrought in behalf of Peter in jail; in behalf of various saints giving them commands and directing their activities. Not only that, but, particularly with Paul, we remember how they gave encouragement in the hour of his testing and trial. 

3. In the coming days of tribulation, the angels will have a far more public and demonstrative ministry. They will break the seals, sound the trumpets, pour forth the vials, They who have been God's ministers of mercy to saints will become ministers of judgment and of wrath toward a Godless world. 

III. THE ANGELIC INQUIRY (Zechariah 1:12 ) 
Our Scripture says: "Then the angel of the Lord answered and said, O Lord of Hosts, how long wilt Thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against whom Thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten years?" 

1. The things into which angels desire to look. There is a vital and an unchangeable interest on the part of the angelic hosts in all things that are coming to pass upon the earth. This is particularly true in their attitude toward God's own people, His holy city, and His chosen people. 

2. The things into which saints should desire to look. There is a little verse in one of Peter's Epistles in which we read concerning the Prophets, that they searched diligently and inquired of God relative to those things which the Spirit of Christ, who was in them, did signify. They wrote the Scriptures and testified beforehand of the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow. Then, they sought to know the meaning of the times and of seasons of which they wrote. 

Daniel who was one of the Prophets who prayed in sackcloth and in ashes, asking God to show unto him the meaning of those prophecies which he, himself, had written. As a result God sent forth an angel Gabriel to cause him to know the things that were coming to pass upon Israel. 

Would that we had more interest in God's things. Particularly in those things which concern both Israel and the Church. We should study the Prophets, we should give ourselves continually to the grasping of the truth which is hid away in them, but which now is made known unto us, by the Spirit. 

3. The great query, "How long wilt Thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah?" This same question is asked time and again by others. In the Book of Revelation are the words spoken by those who were slain for the Word of God, and for the testimony which they held. They are crying with a loud voice saying, "How long, Oh, Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?" 

The Jews now languish, as they plead for Thee; 

Their hearts grow weary; hark how deep their cry! 

"Come down, O Lord, our foes against us cry! 

How long, oh, Lord, how long? Come, set us free." 

IV. GOD'S WORDS OF COMFORT (Zechariah 1:13-14 ) 
1. God's jealous watchcare. During all of the centuries, there has been a watching eye that has never slumbered and has never slept. From Heaven above God has looked down and watched over His people. Our key verse says: "Thus saith the Lord of Hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy." 

The Apostle Paul sets forth this marvelous, elective grace of God when he says: "At this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace." What Israel could not find for herself, God's grace will find. 

This is also true in God's dealings with us. God loves His Church and gave Himself for it. He is jealous for her with a great jealousy. 

2. God's tender words. How Zechariah 1:13 cheers our hearts. "The Lord * * talked with me with good words and comfortable words." Our God is a God of comfort. He is a just God, visiting His wrath unto the third and fourth generation; but He is a God who in wrath, remembers mercy. His judgments are not to destroy, but to lead His people unto repentance. 

When God chastens His people, whether it be Israel or whether it be us, He always chastens them for their profit, that we might be partakers of His holiness. Thus, in our hours of distress, He speaks good words of great comfort. 

Thank God, His mercy endureth forever. 

V. AN AFFLICTION OVERWROUGHT (Zechariah 1:15-16 ) 
Our key verses say: "I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease: for I was a little displeased, and they helped forward the affliction." 

1. The nations among whom Israel was scattered, helped forward God's judgments against His people. They have given the Jews no rest. At first God was but a little displeased at their ferocity against Israel, for He had delivered Israel over for chastisement. The nations, however, have gone too far. They have overstepped their wrath. 

During twenty-three hundred years, the Children of Israel have been trodden down under the feet of the Gentiles. In the closing part of our chapter, Zechariah caught a second vision. He lifted up his eyes and saw and behold four horns. He asked the angel the meaning of the horns, and the angel replied, "These are the horns which have scattered Judah, Israel and Jerusalem." They are four in number because that is the world number. God says that they scattered Judah, "So that no man did lift up his head." 

Beloved, God's eye is upon His people. He said unto Abraham, "Whosoever curseth thee shall be cursed." A little later we will consider how God will judge the horns of the Gentiles because of their villainy toward His people. 

2. Mercies extended. Zechariah 1:16 says: "Therefore, thus saith the Lord; I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies." Thank God for the promise that God shall yet comfort His people. He will bring them from the four quarters of the earth. He will gather them in from every side. The twelve tribes of Israel shall be reinstated in the land, and one king, even Christ, shall be King over them all. 

"Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee." 

VI. A GLORY DEFINITELY PROMISED (Zechariah 1:16-17 ) 
1. The promise of rebuilding. In Zechariah 1:16 we read, "My House shall be built in it, saith the Lord of Hosts." The building of the Temple is set forth in various Scriptures. However, unto Ezekiel God gave the full description, with measurements of the restored Temple. Thank God, the Man whose name is the Branch will rise and build the Temple and He shall bear the glory. 

2. The promise of Jerusalem's enlargement. Jerusalem is the city of peace. It is the city of God. It shall yet be a city without walls. Our key verse says: "A line shall be stretched forth upon Jerusalem." At this moment Jerusalem has outgrown her former walls and the larger part of the new and enlarged Jerusalem is an unwalled city. What will Jerusalem be in the geographical boundaries when it is the center of a world-wide kingdom, and the joy of all the earth? 

3. The promise of prosperity in the cities of Palestine. Not only is Jerusalem to have a line stretched forth upon it, but God has said, "My cities through prosperity shall yet be spread abroad." There is a little foregleam of all of this as we write. Judah and Jerusalem are fast turning their faces backward toward their own land. Great wealth has been discovered hidden away in the Dead Sea. This wealth is now being salvaged, and millions of dollars are being spent to accomplish the task. The cities of Judah are in the throes of a financial prosperity unprecedented in any other part of the earth. All of this is only anticipating the possibilities of their prosperity after the Lord has returned to comfort Zion. 

VII. THE JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONS (Zechariah 1:20-21 ) 
The final part of the vision of the four horns included four carpenters. As the Prophet saw these he asked of the angels, "What come these to do? and he spake, saying, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, so that no man did lift up his head: but these are come to fray them, to cast out the horns of the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah to scatter it." 

1. The meaning of the horns of the Gentiles. All students of prophecy realize that the expression "horn," or "horns" typically stand for world-powers, kings, dominions. 

In Daniel 7:1-28 there was a fourth beast which had ten horns. Daniel said: "I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn." In God's interpretation of these horns, He said unto Daniel, "The ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and another shall rise after them." 

The story of these horns, and of the one horn, holds a large place in the Book of Revelation. We suggested before that there would be wrath against Israel in the days of tribulation. The nations at this moment are beginning to display an unmitigated antagonism toward the Jew. Not one, but varied governments are taking definite steps against the Semitic race. They are dealing harshly to such a degree that our own country is filled with indignation against those who fray Israel. 

2. The meaning of the carpenters, who go forth against the nations, the horns. When antichrist and all his hordes surround Jerusalem, there will be some nations, at least, who will favor God's people. In the 25th chapter of Matthew we read the story of the judgment of the nations. In this statement, Christ who has come down to the earth in His Second Advent will separate the nations as a shepherd separateth the sheep from the goats. 

At that time the nations who refused to succor Israel but the rather fought against her will be stricken. Following the final Armageddon and Christ's Coming to the deliverance of His people, it will take six months to bury the dead bodies of the slain. The 19th chapter of the Revelation closes with God's call to the birds of the air to come and feast themselves upon the dead bodies of the slain. 

Truly, God's carpenters will fray the nations, which had frayed Israel. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
God still watches over His own Who through faith * * * stopped the mouths of lions (Hebrews 11:33 ). It was a tragic night in a Chinese city. The bandits had come, and dangers surrounded the mission compound which sheltered some hundreds of women and children. On the previous night the missionary, Miss Monsen, had been laid low with a very bad attack of malaria, and now the tempter harassed her with questions such as: What will you do when the looters come here? When firing begins on this compound, what about those promises you have been trusting? Miss Monsen turned to the great Conqueror of the hosts of darkness. "Lord, I have been teaching these people all these years that Thy promises are true, and if they fail now, my mouth shall be forever closed; I must go home." All that next night she was up among the frightened refugees, encouraging them to pray and trust God to deliver them. Awful things were happening all around, but the mission compound was untouched. In the morning people from three different neighboring families asked, "Who were those four people, three sitting and one standing, quietly watching from the top of your house all night long?" When told that no one was on the housetop, they refused to believe it, saying, "We saw them with our own eyes!" They were told that God still has His angel guards to protect His children in their hour of need. From Light and Life Evangel. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-13
The Man and the Measuring Line 
Zechariah 2:1-13 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
In the Book of Ezekiel, chapter 40, we have Ezekiel's vision which in some respects parallels the one in Zechariah. Ezekiel in the visions of God was brought into the land of Israel. He saw a man whose appearance was like the appearance of brass. The man had a line of flax in bis hand, and a measuring reed. He was measuring the wall on the outside of the House of God. Then he measured the Temple itself. 

In Zechariah's vision, the Temple is not in view, and its measurement; but the city, which houses the Temple. 

We cannot get away from this fact that there are two things dear to the heart of God, which stand forth, in prophetic Scriptures. The one is the Temple of the Lord, and the other is the city of God. 

1. It was David who wrote, " Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * * peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. For my brethren and companions' sakes, I will now say, Peace be within thee." 

The Psalmist said: "Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem." 

2. We remember also how Daniel prayed three times a day with his face toward Jerusalem. The city of Jerusalem shall yet be the joy of the whole earth. Thither will the people go up to worship the Lord even the Lord of Hosts. The Law of the Lord shall go forth from Jerusalem and His statutes from Mount Zion. 

All of the Prophets foresaw the time of Jerusalem's glory. Isaiah wrote: "Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the Holy City." 

3. Isaiah's vision was a larger one. He wrote in the Spirit, "Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the Lord hath comforted His people, He hath redeemed Jerusalem." 

He calls Jerusalem the City of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 

4. The Prophet Jeremiah bewails the destruction of Jerusalem and its overthrow. He, however, prophesies the time when God "will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth." In that day he says: "Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely." 

Thus Jeremiah acclaims the coming glory of Jerusalem and the cities of Judah: "I will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity of Israel to return, and will build them, as at the first. * * And it shall be to Me a name of joy, a praise and an honour before all the nations of the earth." 

He goes on to state that in the places which are now desolate without man and without beast, even in the cities of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem, there will be: "The voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride." In that day they will break forth with praises to the Lord of Hosts. 

5. Ezekiel does not fall behind the other Prophets. He, too, in the Holy Ghost, describes the coming glory of Jerusalem. "I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land." "This land that was desolate is become like the Garden of Eden." Such is the prophecy of Ezekiel. 

With far-flung vision he adds: "I will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel; and one King shall be king to them all." "And they shall dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob My servant." 

We could go on through the minor Prophets. The message is the same. Surely Jerusalem shall be the joy of the whole earth, and the Lord will reign before His ancients gloriously. 

I. THE YOUNG MAN'S QUEST (Zechariah 2:1-2 ) 
Our key verse says: "I lifted up mine eyes again, and looked, and behold a man with a measuring line in his hand. Then said I, Whither goest thou? And he said unto me, To measure Jerusalem, to see what is the breadth thereof, and what is the length thereof." 

1. This young man stands before us as the representative of those who seek to inquire into the future of God's heritage. He was interested and concerned about Jerusalem. He wanted to know its geographical future, its length, and its breadth. 

We should remember that this young man was seeking to know Jerusalem's future, in the hour of her then decay. There was nothing in the days of Zechariah apart from the sure promises of God to even suggest that there was a roseate time ahead of God's people. To every human appearance Jerusalem had been cast off forever. The time of the Gentile supremacy had already begun as Zechariah wrote. From every human viewpoint there was nothing but darkness ahead. History has proved how deep was that darkness, and how dismal were the shadows that overhung Jerusalem. 

It is only in the last two decades that the city of God has had any relief from the bondage into which it had fallen in the days of the Prophet. Even now its rennaisance is only partial. 

For a young man to seek to know Israel's future, and Jerusalem's destiny in such an hour as 300 B. C., was remarkable. 

2. Shall we not join this young man in his quest? Dark clouds are hovering over the world's horizon. Wars and rumors of wars are everywhere. The world is ripening in its sin and shame. Shall we despair, or shall we, with prophetic vision, look beyond the present shadows? Daniel and the Prophets of old searched the Scriptures in anticipation of coming glories. Shall we shut our eyes to the things which illumined their vision? If so, we will become pessimists indeed. 

God give us young men and young women with the prophetic eye, which will see beyond the present anguish, the glorious rest which remaineth to the people of God. 

II. THE ANGEL'S MESSAGE TO THE YOUNG MAN (Zechariah 2:3-4 ) 
As the man went forth to measure Jerusalem an angel appeared who cried to another angel, saying, "Run, speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein." 

1. God reveals His secrets to those who seek to know Him and His purposes. There were many men in the days of Daniel, but it was unto Daniel that an angel came, saying, "I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding." Why was it that God sent an angel to Daniel? It was because Daniel had set his heart in prayer and confession to know the things of God. It was for this cause that he was called by the Lord a man of desires, and a man greatly beloved. 

"Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord." The father who has a son who is interested in his plans and purposes in his behalf, will find a father anxious to reveal unto him his plans. 

2. God's plans carry wonderful pledges of coming blessings. To the young man the Lord revealed that Jerusalem should be inhabited as towns without walls. In other words, Jerusalem was to outgrow everything in geographical dimensions she had ever known, because of the multitude of men and cattle therein. 

There is, on the part of some, an effort to close the eyes of young people to the prophetic Scriptures. Paul wrote, however, to a young man, saying: "These things speak and exhort"; "let no man despise thee." 

The Apostle Peter wrote: "I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance." "For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." He also wrote, "We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed." 
John in the Revelation said: " Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy." 

III. A WONDERFUL PROPHECY (Zechariah 2:5 ) 
"For I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her." 

1. The time of Israel's seeming rejection. During the period of the Gentile supremacy, the Lord has seemingly hid His face from His people. They cry concerning Christ, "His blood be on us, and on our children." They rejected the Lord, and the Lord gave them over to their own ways. They have, accordingly, been driven to the ends of the earth, and scattered among the nations as corn is scattered in a sieve. The Lord plainly told them, "Your house is left unto you desolate." 

As Paul wrote, he cried out, "Hath God cast away His people?" Quickly he answered, "God forbid." 

As we ponder this question, we lift our eyes to the present condition of God's chosen people, "At this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace." Just as Jonah was swallowed but undigested; just as the three Hebrew children were cast by the Gentile king into the burning fiery furnace and preserved, even so, has God kept, and will He keep His people through all the centuries unto the hour of their complete restoration. 

2. The time of Israel's security. The Lord will restore His people once more back to their own land. He has sworn saying, "I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith the Lord thy God." Thus it is that God will bring again the captivity of His people, "And they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them." What will be their security? To the young man with the measuring line, God told it. He said: "For I, * * will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her." 

What is our security as believers? It is thus stated: "They shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand. My Father, which gave them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand." Thus will God Himself protect His people, the holy nation, by a wall of fire round about them. 

IV. A MARVELOUS COMMAND (Zechariah 2:6-7 ) 
Our key verse reads thus: "Ho, ho, come forth, and flee from the land of the North, saith the Lord: for I have spread you abroad as the four winds of the heaven, saith the Lord. Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon." 

1. God knew in Zechariah's day, where the Children of Israel would be in our day. He said through Zechariah, "Come * * from the land of the North." Through Ezekiel the Lord even specified Russia, when He said, "O Zog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal." 

Today the great host of the present-day Jews are located in Russia, and in the North parts. Thus the very words of God are being fulfilled before our very eyes. 

2. God not only speaks of the north parts, but He saw His people scattered abroad everywhere. He says, "I have spread you abroad as the four winds of the heaven." And so it is. While the larger number of the Jews are in Russia, and the north lands, yet there are Jews to be found everywhere. They are east, and west, and north, and south. Men who travel the world, find the sons of Abraham and Isaac wherever they go. 

The Jews are everywhere, and yet they are unamalgamated with the nations where they dwell. What could be more amazing than this? We feel like saying that "the Jew" is an indubitable testimony that God is true. 

3. God sends forth the call for His people to deliver themselves. It is as though He were saying, "flee for safety." At this moment there is a great rush from the midst of the nations of the north who have been and are now persecuting Israel. 

All things are working out after the manner of God's fore-announced plan. In unbelief, the Jews are fulfilling the words of the Prophets which they read but do not comprehend. They are once more turning their eyes toward the land of their fathers, and are returning to build up the waste places, and enlarge their former inheritances. 

V. AN UNERRING PROPHETIC PENDULUM (Zechariah 2:9 ) 
1. The time setting seen in the words, " After the glory." The Lord says, " After the glory hath He sent Me unto the nations which spoiled you." The days of Israel's greatest sorrow still lie ahead. The wrath of the nations which is now fermenting against the Jews, will culminate in the day of Jacob's trouble, under the reign and rule of the antichrist. 

It is not until "After the glory," that Christ will fray the nations, following their final great assault upon His people. He who sitteth in the heavens is watching over Israel. He never slumbers nor sleeps who keepeth Israel. When the nations have spent their venom against the Jews, He will come forth in their behalf. 

First of all the Lord will descend at Armageddon's conflict riding on the white horse. First, He will come in power and great glory; come with the angels of God; come with the brightness of His countenance, and with the breath of His lips to slay the antichrist. Then, after the glory He will judge the nations in the valley of Jehoshaphat. 

2. The reason for the Lord's judgments. Our key verse thus states the reason: "For he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of His eye." God will yet choose Jerusalem. He will shake His hand on them that have troubled His own, and they shall become a spoil to Israel. 

Let the nations know that "he who curseth Israel shall be cursed," and that he "who blesseth Israel shall be blessed." The judgment of the nations in the valley of Jehoshaphat, after the glory, will be based upon the way they have treated His people. Christ will say, "Inasmuch as ye did it, or did it not, unto one of the least of these, My brethren, ye did it, (or did it not) unto Me." 

Let us, as Christians, cultivate a love for the chosen nation, and seek to do all that lies within us, to bring them back to God. 

VI. A CALL TO ISRAEL TO REJOICE (Zechariah 2:10 ) 
1. The Second Coming of Christ to the earth is the hope of Israel. Listen to the words of our key text: "Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the Lord." 

Israel may look in every direction for hope from her bondage. She does not find that hope in the nations, for they have trodden her under foot. 

She does not find that hope in the lapse of time for the passing of centuries has brought her no relief. She does not find that hope in her own prowess for all of her money and her energy has utterly failed to save her nationally. Until this hour she is a people not reckoned among the nations. 

The only hope of God's people is God. The only one who can save them is the Saviour. The Lord Jesus will come to the earth and as He comes He will say: "Lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee." That, and that alone, is the hope of Israel. 

2. The Second Coming of Christ in the air is the hope of the Church. In the world we have tribulation. The Church always has been and always will be, so long as she is faithful to her Christ, a suffering minority. The antagonism of the world and of the Prince of the world is against the true people of God. 

The Church may endeavor to Christianize the world but it cannot be done. To the Church the Lord says, "Behold, I come quickly; and My reward is with Me." 

3. The hope of the physical earth is the Second Coming of Christ to the earth. The whole physical creation is groaning and travailing together until now awaiting for the Lord to come. It is only at His Advent that it will be delivered from its bondage into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

4. The Second Coming of Christ is the hope of the nations. Only when Christ comes will the world give homage unto the Lord and His Christ, Then, and not till then, will there be peace and righteousness upon the earth and good will among men. 

VII. THE BENEFICENT RESULTS OF CHRIST'S RETURN (Zechariah 2:11-13 ) 
There are several things mentioned in this chapter which will be fulfilled when Christ comes back again. 

1. Many nations shall be joined to the Lord in that Day. There is a verse which says: "The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea." 

The great missionaries to the world will be from redeemed Israel. Isaiah puts it this way: "The Gentiles shall come to Thy light, and kings to the brightness of Thy rising." When the Lord returns the nations will give heed unto Him, and "The nation and kingdom that will not serve Thee shall perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted." 

2. Christ will dwell in the midst of His people. This is the expression found in Zechariah 2:10 . The statement plainly sets forth that the Lord will once more dwell among men. Jerusalem will be the city of His habitation and David's throne the seat of His glory. 

In the Book of Zephaniah is this wonderful word: "In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem. Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack, The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; He will save, He will rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in His love, He will joy over thee with singing." 

It will be a wonderful day for Israel when Jehovah-God, the mighty and the eternal One is in their midst. It will be the day of His own joy and the day of their security and prosperity. 

3. "Be silent, O all flesh, before the Lord." When Christ returns, He will inherit Judah as His portion in the Holy Land, and He shall choose Jerusalem again. Then, all flesh is commanded to be silent, for God will be raised up out of His holy habitation. He will judge the world in righteousness and His people in equity. 

Edenic glory and blessings will be restored to earth once more. The inhabitants of the land will no longer say, "I am sick." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Some may sneer at God's Word but all He has written is true: 

"Having the understanding darkened" (Ephesians 4:18 ). Dr. Christie said that a group of globe-trotting tourists from America were "doing" Palestine. In the company was a young fellow very fond of airing his unbelief and throwing discredit on the Bible. When they came over the rim of mountains that encircle the sea of Galilee, and caught their first view of its great water lying placid as a millpond, this young fellow broke into a taunting laugh as he ridiculed the idea of any fisherman who knew anything about a boat ever getting scared in a storm on such a little piece of water. They had scarcely reached the water front when suddenly there swept down from the hills one of our typical Galilee storms. Within fifteen minutes the waves were breaking over two towers there, and that group of travelers were hiding behind one of the buildings a hundred yards from the shore to keep from being drenched by the clouds of spray driven by the gale. The ludicrous position of the young infidel was so apparent that the Bible-loving students needed to do nothing but rub it in. From the Evangelical Christian. 
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Verses 1-10
A Vision of Satan's Fury 
Zechariah 3:1-10 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
Our message presents the vision of Zechariah as he sees Joshua, the high priest, standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. 

By way of introduction we wish to make some general remarks about Satan. 

1. Satan's efforts primarily center against the Lord. In his first rebellion, his rebellion was against the Almighty. Satan was, perhaps, the most beautiful of created cherubs. God had set him upon the mount of fire. He had walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Every precious stone was his covering. He sealed up the sum, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. Then it was that iniquity was found in him. He said in his heart, "I will ascend into Heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God." Thus it was that he was cast down. Here is the Divine story of his overthrow: "How art thou fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground." 

From the day of Satan's fall he has set himself against God. We readily grant that he opposes God's people, but it is all done because he fights everything that God sets up. 

2. Satan's efforts centered against Adam and Eve. When God created man, male and female, He gave them oversight over His new creation, the earth. He placed all things under their feet. It was then that Satan entered the Garden with such cunning craftiness and with such insinuations against God's integrity in His professed love to man, that both Adam and Eve yielded to his wiles, and were driven from the Garden under curse of death. 

3. Satan's efforts centered next against the promised Seed of the woman. When God pronounced the curse in the Garden of Eden, He also said: "The seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent's head." Satan, from that moment, became primarily interested in the birth of the Seed, and centered his attacks against that Seed, if possible, to do away with it before it could vanquish him. 

Thus it was that Abel was slain; thus it was that the whole race was soon engulfed in iniquity, in order no doubt, to wreck God's handiwork and to force the Almighty to the destruction of the race. God, however, saved Noah and his family, that through them He might replenish the earth and fulfill His promise in the Garden of Eden that the Seed of the woman should bruise the serpent's head. 

It is interesting beyond compare to follow the genealogy in the line of the Seed from Adam down to Christ and to observe Satan's constant antagonism against that Seed, that is, against the family through whom the Divine Seed was destined to come, and even against the nation who housed the family which housed the Seed. 

4. Satan's efforts finally centered against the Son of God. When, after four thousand years, Gabriel announced the birth of the Seed, and the angel acclaimed Him as born, then Satan's effort was against the Babe of Bethlehem and the Son of God. 

When Christ was baptized in the river Jordan and announced as God's Beloved Son, then began the great onslaught which culminated on the Cross. 

It was when Satan, in his great final effort, manned the fight against Jesus Christ on the Cross, that he brought in to play every demon and fallen angel of the air, and every possible Satan-filled and driven man of the earth as he fell against the Son of God. 

There, hanging upon His Cross, Jesus Christ met Satan and the principalities and the powers of Satan's array, and vanquished them, triumphing over them in it. The heel of Christ was bruised, but, in turn, He bruised Satan's head. 

I. JOSHUA, THE HIGH PRIEST, THE REPRESENTATIVE OF REPENTANT ISRAEL (Zechariah 3:1 ) 
Zechariah in his visions saw Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his own right hand to resist him. 

1. We have suggested here the age-long battle of Satan against God's chosen people. One word is enough to cause us to understand why Satan during all of the ages hated and sought to destroy Israel. It is for none other reason than this, when God called Abraham, He called him under the promise of special blessing. In him and in his seed all the nations of the earth were to be blessed. 

When God delivered unto the nations their land inheritances, He divided that land according to the number of the Children of Israel. When God formed Israel from the twelve sons of Jacob into twelve tribes, He poured upon them His greatest love, and made them His favored and chosen nation. 

It was for these causes that Satan fought Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob. It was for these causes that Satan made bitter the bondage of Israel in Egypt. It was for these causes that Satan always sought the corruption of Israel under the judges and under the kings. He also hated Israel because the Seed of the woman would come from her. 

2. We have before us the age-ending battle of Satan against Israel, as the time draws near for God's deliverance of His people. Satan's wrath against them will greatly increase shortly. This wrath is particularly set forth in the Book of Revelation. As soon as Satan is cast down to the earth, the Dragon will begin to persecute the "woman." He will cast out of his mouth waters as a flood, after Israel, that he may cause her to be carried away. 

The final great battle of Armageddon is Satan's great climax of madness against the chosen race. At that time Jerusalem shall be taken and there will be such sorrow among God's people as there never has been upon the earth. Surely Satan still stands by to resist Judah and Jerusalem. 

II. THE SUPREMACY OF GOD IN CHRIST OVER SATAN (Zechariah 3:2 ) 
As Zechariah in the vision saw Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him, he heard the Lord say: "The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?" 

1. Israel's only safety in ages past has been in the supremacy of God. Had God not been greater than Satan, Israel would long ago have been annihilated. Had God not undertaken against Satan, Israel had been lost to world history. Israel is not a people because she, herself, has successfully fought back the onslaught of the enemy. She is a people only because God has kept her in the hollow of His hand. What Israel could not do, God's omnipotency and grace has accomplished. 

All of this is true of the Church, yea, it is true of the individual believer. Our safety from sin and Satan lies wholly in the fact that we are kept in His hands. 

2. Israel's only hope in the day of her greatest trouble will be in the supremacy of God. When the great tribulation comes God will turn Israel over unto Satan, even as He once turned Peter over. We remember how He said to Peter: "Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: but I have prayed for thee." 

Jesus Christ said definitely that if the days of the great tribulation had not been shortened, no flesh would be saved. 

We are beginning even now to see just a little of the fury that is being gendered against Judah and Jerusalem. This fury will reach its climax after the rapture of the Church and during the great tribulation. 

To Peter, Jesus said, "I have prayed for thee." Thus, also, will He interest Himself in the Jew. He will say to Satan: "The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?" 

Thus it is that once more with a final great deliverance will God arise in the behalf of His people. They will say no longer the Lord who delivered us out of the land of Egypt, but, the Lord who brought us out from the North country and from all the countries whither He had driven us, and the Lord who saved us from Satan's greatest wrath. 

III. THE SINS OF GOD'S PEOPLE (Zechariah 3:3 ) 
Our key verse says: "Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel." We have already suggested that Joshua in Zechariah's vision represents Judah and Jerusalem. Let us see if we can find the meaning of Joshua's filthy garments. 

1. Israel's sins have been heavy upon her. We remember how Moses, the aged Prophet and Seer, warned Israel of the way of life and the way of death. Thus, in the beginning of her history she was warned against her evil ways. When we come over into the days of the kings, Israel's sins under her godless king was fast ripening. Jeremiah, the weeping Prophet, bewailed her sad estate. 

First of all, God cast off Israel, and then, afterward He cast off Judah. Ezekiel speaking of Israel's filthy garments said: "When the house of Israel dwelt in their own land, they defiled it by their own way and by their doings." The sin of Israel caused God to scatter them among the nations, and to disperse them through the countries. Wherever they went, they still profaned God's holy Name. 

Until this hour Israel is bearing her own iniquities and the results of her own shame. 

2. Israel clothed in filthy garments will yet cry unto God. Various Prophets have described the pitiful pleas which shall yet be found upon the lips of God's nation as they plead for mercy, and for forgiveness. 

During the centuries God has stretched forth His hand to a disobedient and a gainsaying people. The time is coming, however, when Israel will stretch forth her hands unto the Lord whom she has rejected. 

Hosea, the Prophet, thus speaks: "O Israel, return unto the Lord thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. Take with you words, and turn to the Lord: say unto Him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously." 

God has said to us, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins." Will He not also forgive Israel in the day of her confession? 

IV. ISRAEL'S CLEANSING (Zechariah 3:4 ) 
"And he answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him." As Zechariah saw the filthy garments of the high priest removed, he beheld a picture of Israel's ultimate cleansing. Therefore the Lord spake, saying, "Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment." 

1. A nation shall be born in a day. This is the promise which God gave in old times when He said: "The Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob." 

The Holy Spirit through Paul spoke of this same time when He said: "And so all Israel shall be saved." This salvation Paul said would occur when His covenant was fulfilled that "I shall take away their sins." 

The Prophet Ezekiel positively declared: "Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you." In that Day, God will give His people a new heart and a new spirit, and take away the stony heart. 

2. A nation shall be robed in white raiment. God gave to the prodigal son a new robe. He put a ring upon his hand and shoes upon his feet. 

The Lord gives to every sinner who believes in Him a new heart. He also gives him a new robe, pure and white. 

Thus it is that Israel will be beautiful once more, because of His beauty which He will place upon her. 

In this our day the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, etc. All of this is placed upon those who walk in the Spirit. In that day the fruit of the Spirit will be fully realized in Israel. 

V. THE FAIR MITER PLACED ON THE HIGH PRIEST'S HEAD (Zechariah 3:5 ) 
Zechariah in vision saw Joshua the high priest as the Lord placed the fair miter upon his head. 

1. The fair miter stands for Divine recognition and honor. When Israel returns to the Lord, the glory of the Lord will be placed upon her. For this cause she will arise and shine. The light of her glory will be so bright that all the world will wonder and marvel, saying, "Is this she who was cast off, disowned, and scattered among the nations?" 

In that Day the sons of those who afflicted Israel shall come bending their knees unto her. Those who despised her will bow down before her. She shall be called the city of the Lord. Her walls shall be called salvation and her gates praise. 

2. The fair miter stands for a coregency. The Lord's people will be partakers of His reign. The Word of the Lord will go forth from Jerusalem. Israel will be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of her God. Whereas she was termed forsaken, she shall be, exalted, for the Lord will delight in her. 

To be sure many saints of old and saints of this dispensation will also live and reign with Christ. However, the Children of Israel restored into one nation with Christ as their King, will be recognized the world over as the princes of His Kingdom. In that Day ten men of the nations will take hold of the skirt of him who is a Jew saying, I will go with you for I have heard that the Lord is with you. Thus, according to Zechariah 3:7 , Israel will judge the Lord's House, keep His courts, and will take their places among those that stand by. 

VI. THE COMING FORTH OF THE BRANCH (Zechariah 3:8 ) 
To Joshua the high priest, the Lord now speaks, saying, "Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they are men wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth My servant, the BRANCH." 

This verse connects the whole vision which Zechariah saw with the Second Coming of Christ. The expression "the BRANCH" always looks forward to the Lord Jesus. 

1. The Branch as seen in Isaiah 11:1 . The verse reads: "And there shall come forth a rod out of the stern of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots." This Scripture goes on to show how the sevenfold glory of the Holy Spirit shall rest upon Christ. It continues to describe Him in His Second Coming as He smites the earth with the rod of His mouth, and as with the breath of His lips He slays the wicked one. 

Isaiah then continues, and tells how righteousness will be the girdle of His loins, and faithfulness the girdle of. His reins. The chapter goes on to describe the wonderful world conditions under His Millennial Reign. 

2. The Branch as seen in Isaiah 4:2 . "In that Day shall the Branch of the Lord be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are escaped of Israel." 

At that time the remnant of Israel shall be called holy because the Lord shall have washed away their filth. 

3. The Branch as seen in Jeremiah 23:5 , Jeremiah 23:6 . "Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a king shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth." The Branch here, as in other Scriptures, refers to Christ; refers to Him in His kingship. It is in that Day that "Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely." 

It is then, and in that Day, that Israel shall be known by the Name of their Lord, "THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS." 

4. The Branch as seen in Zechariah 6:12 . In this Scripture "the Man whose Name is The BRANCH" is once more our Lord, and our Lord in His kingly glory. This is said of Him: "He shall grow up out of His place, and He shall build the Temple of the Lord: even He shall build the Temple of the Lord; and He shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon His throne." 

In all of this we see the fuller meaning of Zechariah's vision when the angel speaks to Joshua and says: "I will bring forth My servant the BRANCH." 

VII. THE FINAL MESSAGE (Zechariah 3:9-10 ) 
A stone now comes into view. It is a stone with seven eyes upon it. This stone with perfection of vision, can be none other than Christ, the Stone which the builders rejected which is made the head of the corner. 

1. Upon that stone was engraven God's pledge: " I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day." We have already suggested this, when we said that a nation would be born in a day. This "day" can be none other than the day of Christ's Coming, the day when Israel shall look upon Him whom they have pierced. The day when Israel will weep as one who weeps over an only son. 

In that Day, there will be open for Jerusalem a fountain for sin and uncleanness, and she shall be cleansed. 

2. In that Day Israel will call every man his neighbor under the vine and under the fig tree. True brotherhood will have come at last. Every wall of partition will have been effectually broken down. As today in the Church all are one in Christ, so in that day all will be one, under their own vine and fig tree. 

It is all useless to endeavor to bring in a world brother-hood until the Advent of the Son of God. Then, and only then, will we find the perfection of liberty, unity, and fraternity among men. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"WHO CAN FORGIVE SINS?" 

This is My body, which, is broken for you (1 Corinthians 11:24 ). In R. Moffat Gautrey's book entitled, "The Glory of Going On," he gives this incident: "Not many months ago in an Oxfordshire village, an old saint lay dying. For over eighty years she had been on pilgrimage to Zion, until her face had grown bright with Heaven's approaching glory. An Anglo-Catholic priest, under the misapprehension that none of his parishioners could find access to the City unless he unlocked the gate, called to visit her. 'Madam,' he said, 'I have come to grant you absolution.' And she, in her simplicity, not knowing what the word meant, inquired, 'What is that?' 'I have come to forgive your sins,' was the reply. 'May I look at your hand,' she answered. Gazing for a moment at the hand of the priest, she said, 'Sir, you are an imposter.' 'Imposter!' the scandalized cleric protested. 'Yes, sir, an imposter. The Man who forgives my sin has a nail print in His palm.'" From the Christian Herald (London). 
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